Donald  W.  Powell  IPs  Mayflower  Connection 

Donald  has  four  Mayflower  ancestors:  John  Alden,  Priscilla  Mullins, 
(and  her  parents)  William  and  Alice  Mullins. 

The  Mayflower ,  a  three-masted  vessel  of  180  tons,  had  a  length  of  about  90 
feet  and  a  beam  of  about  26  feet.  It  was  built  at  Aldeburgh,  not  far  from 
Wynfarthing,  the  home  of  the  Alden  family.  It  set  sail  from  Southampton  on 
August  5  (August  15,  New  Style),  1620.  It  was  at  Southampton  that  John 
Alden  (who  signed  on  as  a  cooper)  and  the  William  Mullins  family  (from 
Dorking,  County  Surrey)  boarded  the  Mayflower.  On  September  6/16,  the 
Mayflower  sailed  from  Plymouth  for  America  with  101  passengers  and  a 
crew  of  20  to  30.  Four  of  those  passengers — John  Alden,  Priscilla 
Mullins,  and  her  parents,  William  and  Alice  Mullins — are  ancestors  of 
Donald  W.  Powell  II. 

The  first  landfall  was  Cape  Cod.  On  November  11/21,  the  ship  dropped 
anchor  in  the  harbor  of  present-day  Provincetown,  and  most  (41)  of  the  adult 
male  passengers  signed  a  political  agreement  known  as  the  Mayflower 
Compact.  Donald’s  ancestor,  William  Mullins,  was  the  tenth  man  to  sign 
the  Mayflower  Compact.  On  December  1 1/21,  the  Mayflower  /anded  at  the 
site  of  Plymouth  and  five  days  later  anchored  there  and  settlement  began. 
The  Mayflower  Compact  remained  in  force  until  the  colony  was  absorbed  by 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  in  1691 . 

John  Alden  (1599-1687)  was  the  last  surviving  signer  of  the  Mayflower 
Compact.  Within  three  years  of  his  arrival  in  Massachusetts,  he  married 
Priscilla  Mullins.  About  1627,  John  Alden  and  Miles  Standish  founded  the 
town  of  Duxbury,  where  Alden  worked  a  farm  of  about  170  acres.  He  served 
as  assistant  governor  of  the  colony  for  44  years  (1633-1641,  1650-1686)  and 
was  acting  governor  on  numerous  occasions  and  treasurer  for  two  years 
beginning  in  1656.  He  died  at  Duxbury  on  September  12,  1687,  and  was 
buried  in  South  Duxbury,  near  the  grave  of  Miles  Standish. 

Donald  is  a  13th  generation  descendant  of  John  and  Priscilla  Alden.  It  is 

through  Donald’s  father’s  mother,  Helen  Loomis  (Russell)  Powell,  that 
Donald  can  trace  his  line  back  to  the  Mayflower. 


